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INTRODUCTION

Dear St. Andrews Community,
 
On Sunday 29th March we were going to hold our Annual
Parochial Church Meeting, but due to the outbreak of the
Coronavirus we are living in quite a different world and our
meeting has been postponed.
 
Nevertheless, I would like to share some of the things that we
were going to celebrate at out meeting as we have a great deal
to be thankful for.
 
I'll try to keep it short, but there is a lot to say!
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VOLUNTEERS

We have great teams of volunteers that run a variety of groups and
gatherings throughout the week. I would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who contributes their time and energy in so many different
ways. Some of this is front of house and much of it is behind the
scenes.
 
It has been great to welcome people to new roles, for example, new
people on the welcome team, new chefs, there is always room for
someone else!
 
Thank you to everyone who leads a group or contributes to the
smooth running of church – a particular thank you to Joyce our
warden, Andy who facilitates the building, Paul who as secretary keeps
us organised, Dan and Suz who manage our communications and all
the Standing Committee and PCC members.
 
We have had some lovely feedback from a number of visitors about
how welcoming our community is – thank you!
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GROUPS &
GATHERINGS

Four Sunday gatherings;

One World Cafe
Lunch Club
Rivi After School Club
Thrive
Youth Club
Sticky Fingers: Babies, toddlers and parents
Tuesday 2pm and Thursday 7:30pm Bible Studies
Vanguard: For people challenged by addictive behaviour

We need to strike a good balance between offering consistent
things and trying something new. It has been encouraging that we
have had a few new things start this year. It has been great to see
people take up leadership roles and take a risk. There is always
the risk that something will fail but its always worth a try!
 
Some of the things we run are:

9am Morning Prayer, 9:30am Gateway Breakfast,
10:30am Morning Worship, and 7pm Sunday @ Seven
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BUILDING

Thank you to those folk who manage heating, lighting, opening
up, cleaning and all the odd jobs that frequently need to be
done.
 
Our main roof is reaching the end of its natural life-span (hence
the odd leak) so we have big decisions ahead – we would need
to raise some significant funds to replace it.
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Another thing we were going to celebrate is that we ended 2019
in credit. Just about anyway! Our income and our expenditure
was calculated and leaves us with about £500 excess. It's tight,
but with both giving and rentals we have managed to cover our
bills. Electronic giving and the Parish Giving Scheme has been a
big benefit to us as tax is claimed without any fuss.
 
We have been fortunate to be awarded a number of different
grants which have paid for some of our ministry and building
projects. We have also negotiated with the Town Centre Team
to share the burden of parish share more fairly across the team. 
 
Going forward we will need to explore how we sustain ourselves
financially in the long term. I need to add that there will be a
significant financial impact of us not being open.

MONEY
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STANDING
COMMITTEE
& PCC

We are blessed by a committed and, I would say wise, Standing
Committee and PCC. I am thankful for each person. They have
wrestled with some issues and always try to make good
decisions.
 
I set the Standing Committee a challenge recently and asked
them to reflect on whether we need our building – where is God
leading us in the next chapter of our ministry? As a deanery we
have 19 buildings and 13 clergy, as Area Dean I was aware that
this may not be sustainable in the long-term.
 
If we decide to replace the roof it is a major undertaking and we
might as well use the opportunity to undergo some further
internal changes (the church space, lighting and flooring needs
attention.) We may be able to apply for funding, but it is a big
task, a big commitment. Is it the right way forward and could we
take this on?
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STANDING
COMMITTEE
& PCC

I was so impressed with how the group were thoughtful and
prayerful in their response to this big question of where God is
leading us.
 
Likewise, the PCC have been reflecting on this issue in a similar
prayerful way; putting aside our initial response to hold on to
what we have and looking to God for direction. Our discussions
are ongoing, the PCC would like to explore creative ways of
using the building. It has been interesting how we have been
thrown into this new season when our church building cannot
be the focus of our worship. How creative we are needing to be!
We need to prayerfully seek the way forward.
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ECO CHURCH

Going for Gold!
 
We are pretty confident that we have met the criteria for the
Bronze Eco Church Award. We need to do some more eco
things with our land (any suggestions welcome) and then silver
is in our sights!
 
We are trying to use eco-friendly products and be more mindful
about creation and the environment in our decision making.
Thanks to Graham for taking a lead on this.
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It is always sad to lose people. One of our significant losses this
year was Jeanette, sister and friend. She had been ill for some
time and we saw how she remained faithful and cheerful in
adversity. She was a great encouragement to us all.
 
As we all face the threat of the Coronavirus we would do well to
follow her example.

GOODBYE

9St. Andrews Annual Report



SUMMARY

It has been a great year! We have so much to be thankful for. I
wonder what you remember that we can give thanks for?
 
We are blessed by God: Our community has expanded, people
are using their gifts, new people are becoming disciples and we
are all growing in our faith. On Easter Sunday we were going to
have another adult baptism – it will be a deferred joy!
 
Amidst the turmoil and challenges we are facing lets give thanks
to God for the journey so far and the blessings we have
received. The Gospel reading today is John 11:1-45, Jesus raises
Lazarus from the dead. Take heart for our Father is a God of
transformation who can bring good out of the bleakest
circumstance.
 
As we look ahead to Easter and the events of Holy Week, pray
that we too will be transformed by our Father's love.
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SUMMARY

We’ve tried to make sure that everyone is linked to a church
buddy by phone, email, text or WhatsApp.
We are sending out a weekly email update.
We have started a couple of opportunities to link together in
prayer using Zoom and Facebook.
We are creating a weekly podcast based on a bible reading.
We are encouraging different groups and gatherings to ‘meet’
together.
We are exploring how to do church on Sundays.

Turning our attention to 2020, we do have considerable
challenges to face and we are learning how to be church in
unprecedented circumstances.
 
At St. Andrews we are developing a rhythm of prayer and
meeting together:

 
Look out for our Palm Sunday celebration and events for Holy
Week and Easter.
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SUMMARY

Please do get in touch if you are not linked to any of these
activities and would like to be.
 
Sent with love and prayers for our church community and our
local, national and international neighbours.
 
May the peace of God rest upon you.

12

Chris & Nick
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