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Holy Week Wednesday: Parable of tenants in vineyard

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;

Our reading today is based on a parable.  Jesus often told
parables, simple stories that illustrate a point that he was

making.  Often he used tales that reflected characters, and
situations with which contemporary people would be familiar.

This sometimes means we have to try a bit harder to
understand the meaning!  Often Jesus’ parables challenged

expectations - a shepherd that would leave his flock to search
for one lost sheep, a woman baking with enough flour for a

bakery!

To help with context It might be helpful to understand that a

cornerstone is: ‘the first stone set in the construction of a masonry

foundation. All other stones will be set in reference to this stone, thus

determining the position of the entire structure’

Today’s reflection is made by Carol.

Biblical Context: This parable represented the relationship

between God and the people of Israel. Just as the landowner gave

the tenants everything they needed to succeed- a wall for protection

from wild animals, a watch tower to guard against thieves, vines to

provide fruit, a wine press to squeeze the grapes on site- so God

had given the Israelites all they needed to be a fruitful nation, living

for Him.

However, when the time came for the tenants to give the landowner

what was rightfully his, they refused, choosing instead to keep

everything for themselves. When Jesus described the servants,

beaten and killed by the tenants, He was referring to the prophets.

And when He spoke of the landowner’s son who would be killed

and thrown out, this was a prophecy of His own death.
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Holy Week Tuesday: Three prayers - 5,15, 55 minutes

5 minute prayer

True and humble King,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:

grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you on the way of the cross

Which is the path of glory  Amen

Jesus was the Messiah but he was not always recognised or
accepted.  May this prayer reflect your desire to know God and

to love God.  May God help us to journey with Jesus and
demonstrate the same humility and love despite the

circumstances we find ourselves in.
Amen

Music: (suggestions)

Cornerstone: Hillsong Worship

O Lord Hear My Prayer: Taize

15 minute prayer

Jesus tells the parable and then quotes Psalm 118:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our
eyes’

Anyone who has ever felt rejected or overlooked may be able
to relate to Jesus being compared to a stone that has been
rejected, tossed aside.  Yet that very stone that was
overlooked and not considered good enough is now chosen to
be the cornerstone - the central point of the whole structure,
the reference point for every other stone that is laid.

● Spend a moment to give thanks for Jesus’ vulnerability
and humility.

● Invite Jesus to be your cornerstone - your key focus
and your reference point for your life.

● If you have an experience of rejection that holds you
back, know that your Father God understands.  Imagine
holding the experience in your hand and give it to God,
inviting healing.  Invite God to transform your
experience.  Maybe what has been a weakness may
now be your strength.

Amen.
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55 minute prayer: Imaginative Prayer Reading: Mark
12:1-12   The Parable of the Tenants

Read through the passage a few times to familiarise yourself with
the story. You may find it helpful to read two different translations,
(NRSV or The Message for example).

Biblical Context: This parable represented the relationship
between God and the people of Israel. Just as the landowner
gave the tenants everything they needed to succeed- a wall for
protection from wild animals, a watch tower to guard against
thieves, vines to provide fruit, a wine press to squeeze the grapes
on site- so God had given the Israelites all they needed to be a
fruitful nation, living for Him.

However, when the time came for the tenants to give the
landowner what was rightfully his, they refused, choosing instead
to keep everything for themselves. When Jesus described the
servants, beaten and killed by the tenants, He was referring to the
prophets. And when He spoke of the landowner’s son who would
be killed and thrown out, this was a prophecy of His own death.

1. Take a few moments to become still and quiet.

Slow your breathing and relax your body. Ask God to reveal
Himself to you and speak through your imagination as you
pray with the passage. You may find it helpful to use the
following: “To know you more clearly, love you more dearly,
follow you more nearly.”

2. Let the scene gradually build up in your mind’s eye.

As you reflect on the parable of the tenants, can you place
yourself in the story? Perhaps you are one of the servants,
being sent to the vineyard on behalf of your master. How do
you feel?

3. Join Jesus as he tells the parable.

Can you imagine being part of the crowd, listening to Jesus?
Does anything jump out at you as you read and reflect on the
passage? How is God speaking to you?

4. Note down your reflections.

Consider what the parable means to you in today’s context.
The word fruit is mentioned four times. God has given us
everything we need to live fruitful lives. Write down His
blessings on your life, (the people God has placed around
you, success in your relationships or in the workplace
perhaps). How are you using God’s blessings to bless
others? Are you giving back to God what is rightfully His, be
that thanks, praise, time, money, or something else?
Challenge yourself to ask whether you are living your best life
for God’s glory?

Thank God for revealing more of Himself to you through this
time of prayer. Ask Him to guide you as you move forward.
Do you want Him to help you make changes in your life? Ask
Him for discernment, guidance and strength.   AMEN

The Story About a Vineyard Mark 12:1-12
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Then Jesus started telling them stories. “A man planted a
vineyard. He fenced it, dug a winepress, erected a watchtower,
turned it over to the farmhands, and went off on a trip. At the
time for harvest, he sent a servant back to the farmhands to
collect his profits.  “They grabbed him, beat him up, and sent
him off empty-handed. So he sent another servant. That one
they tarred and feathered. He sent another and that one they
killed. And on and on, many others. Some they beat up, some
they killed.   “Finally there was only one left: a beloved son. In
a last-ditch effort, he sent him, thinking, ‘Surely they will
respect my son.’  “But those farmhands saw their chance.
They rubbed their hands together in greed and said, ‘This is
the heir! Let’s kill him and have it all for ourselves.’ They
grabbed him, killed him, and threw him over the fence. “What
do you think the owner of the vineyard will do? Right. He’ll
come and get rid of everyone. Then he’ll assign the care of the
vineyard to others. Read it for yourselves in Scripture:

That stone the masons threw out is now the cornerstone!

This is God’s work; we rub our eyes—we can hardly believe
it!”

12 They wanted to lynch him then and there but, intimidated
by public opinion, held back. They knew the story was about
them. They got away from there as fast as they could.

Mark 12:1-12 NRSV The Parable of the Wicked Tenants

Then he began to speak to them in parables. “A man planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit for the wine press,
and built a watchtower; then he leased it to tenants and went
to another country. When the season came, he sent a slave to
the tenants to collect from them his share of the produce of
the vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him, and sent him
away empty-handed. And again he sent another slave to them;
this one they beat over the head and insulted. Then he sent
another, and that one they killed. And so it was with many
others; some they beat, and others they killed. He had still one
other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them, saying, ‘They
will respect my son.’ But those tenants said to one another,
‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will
be ours.’ So they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of
the vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He
will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to
others. Have you not read this scripture:

‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone;  this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in
our eyes’?”

When they realized that he had told this parable against them,
they wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowd. So they
left him and went away.
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Images for Holy Week : Day :


