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Holy Week Tuesday: The lesson of the fig tree & the
clearing of the temple. Mark 11 vs 12-25

Key bible text: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for
all nations’  (Mark 11 vs 17)

Welcome to today’s reflective prayer journey
with Ian and Ali as part of Holy Week. We will
explore the themes of true worship and bearing
fruit for God’s Kingdom.

This story takes place after the triumphal entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem (the day we call Palm
Sunday) when crowds lay palm branches and
cloaks down as Jesus rode on the donkey
shouting “Hosanna in the highest”. This
extravagant and open form of worship is in stark
contrast to what Jesus sees in the temple and is

the prompt to his lesson on the fig tree to
illustrate his point. Even though the fig tree was
in leaf, it wasn’t showing any small buds that
would eventually become ripe figs. It appeared
to be flourishing but in effect it was of no use as
it was not bearing fruit. He curses it as there
was no point in it existing. It was in effect dead.

Jesus uses this analogy to compare it to the
temple which was supposed to be a place of
prayer and worship. Yet in reality it was corrupt
and had been turned into “a den of robbers”;
where people were selling doves for sacrifice.
The peoples’ heart of sacrifice to Jesus had been
consumed by money and profit. They were
hypocritical and were not truly following God.
From the outside, all looked well but it was what
was going on inside peoples’ hearts that
mattered.



2
Holy Week Tuesday: Three prayers - 5,15, 55

minutes

5 minute prayer
‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’

(Mark 11 vs 17)

How do you prepare your heart to meet with God?
(in any place where you meet with other Christians)

Why not make this prayer your own?

Heavenly Father, I thank you that where two or three are
gathered in your name you have promised that you will be
there. I thank you that I can meet together with my brothers
and sisters in Christ without fear of persecution. Help me to
prepare my heart to encounter you and worship you in Spirit
and in truth.
In Jesus’ name

Amen

Music: (suggestions)
Taize: O Lord hear my prayer
I will offer up my life
Here I am to worship
Purify my heart
Let faith arise
By faith

15 minute prayer
Take a few minutes to meditate upon each of these phrases
which Jesus says to His disciples.
‘Have faith in God’ (Mark 11 v22)

‘I tell you the truth if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go throw
yourself into the sea and does not doubt in his heart but
believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him.’
(Mark 11 v23)

‘Therefore , I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe
that you have received it and it will be yours.’ (Mark 11 v24)

How do these words make you feel?

Do they speak into any circumstances you are going through
at the moment?

Do you pray with expectant faith in God answering your
prayers or do you sometimes have doubts in your heart?

Talk with God about any doubts and ask Him to give you the
gift of faith to pray expecting God to answer in the best way
for you.

What’s your prayer today?
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55 minute prayer:

Imaginative Prayer Reading: Mark 11vs12-25

Context:
● Mark continues to tell the events in the life of

Jesus during Holy week.
● Jesus uses the illustration of the Fig tree as the

Jewish people would see them all around them
and understand the significance. He powerfully
uses it to show how the people had become
consumed by money and deceitful practices and
no longer worshipped with pure and devoted
hearts to God. They were not bearing fruit.

1. Take a few moments to become still and quiet.

You may find it helpful to centre yourself by breathing

slowly in and out. Notice any discomfort in your muscles

and gently stretch and let go of tension. Invite God to

work through your imagination as you pray with the

passage. Ask God for what you want - if you are not

sure: “To know you more clearly, love you more dearly,

follow you more nearly”.

2. Read this section once so you understand the context.

Then read through the passage two or three times until

you are thoroughly familiar with the story. Notice the

events and the flow of the passage, and any repeated

phrases or themes.

3. Now let the scene gradually build up in your mind’s

eye. Take your time to see everything that is around,

listen, feel, taste, and smell.

4. Where are you? You are one of the 12 disciples with

Jesus in Bethany to begin with. Take your own place in

the unfolding scene. Imagine the hunger arising. As you

look at the fig tree what do you  notice? What is your

reaction to Jesus’ words? How do you feel when He

curses the tree? What are you thinking?

5. Now you travel on to Jerusalem to the Temple area.

You look around. What sounds can you hear? What can

you see? How does this make you feel? What’s your

reaction to Jesus’ righteous anger when He cleanses the

Temple. What are you thinking when Jesus speaks?

How does it feel to be with the crowds as they listen in

amazement to His teaching?
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6. On returning to Bethany imagine noticing  the cursed

fig tree withered. Let yourself be drawn naturally into a

conversation with Jesus about it and how it relates to

the Temple scene.

What’s your reaction to Jesus’ message?

7. Stay in the scene for as long as you have chosen then

draw the prayer to a close.

8. Note down your reflections: it may be just one word,

an observation, a memory, or an image. Maybe you have

noticed something new, learned something or maybe

something has spoken directly to you. Be careful and

remember to use discernment to judge if you are

hearing God.

9. Talk to God. What impact does this passage have on

you? Does it change anything?
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Mark 11:12-25 New International Version

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree and Clears the Temple

Courts
12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus

was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree in

leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he

reached it, he found nothing but leaves, because it

was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the

tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.”

And his disciples heard him say it.15 On reaching

Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and

began driving out those who were buying and

selling there. He overturned the tables of the money

changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16

and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise

through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught

them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be

called a house of prayer for all nations’[a]? But you

have made it ‘a den of robbers.’[b]18 The chief priests

and the teachers of the law heard this and began

looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him,

because the whole crowd was amazed at his

teaching.19 When evening came, Jesus and his

disciples[c] went out of the city.20 In the morning, as

they went along, they saw the fig tree withered

from the roots. 21 Peter remembered and said to

Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has

withered!”22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23

“Truly[d] I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain,

‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not

doubt in their heart but believes that what they say

will happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I

tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe

that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25

And when you stand praying, if you hold anything

against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in

heaven may forgive you your sins.”

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24658a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24658b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24660c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2011%3A12-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24664d
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Mark 11:12-25
The Message

The Cursed Fig Tree
12-14 As they left Bethany the next day, he was
hungry. Off in the distance he saw a fig tree in full
leaf. He came up to it expecting to find something
for breakfast, but found nothing but fig leaves. (It
wasn’t yet the season for figs.) He addressed the
tree: “No one is going to eat fruit from you
again—ever!” And his disciples overheard him.

15-17 They arrived at Jerusalem. Immediately on
entering the Temple Jesus started throwing out
everyone who had set up shop there, buying and
selling. He kicked over the tables of the bankers and
the stalls of the pigeon merchants. He didn’t let
anyone even carry a basket through the Temple.

And then he taught them, quoting this text:
My house was designated a house of prayer for the
nations;You’ve turned it into a hangout for thieves.

18 The high priests and religion scholars heard what
was going on and plotted how they might get rid of
him. They panicked, for the entire crowd was

carried away by his teaching.19 At evening, Jesus
and his disciples left the city.

20-21 In the morning, walking along the road, they
saw the fig tree, shriveled to a dry stick. Peter,
remembering what had happened the previous day,
said to him, “Rabbi, look—the fig tree you cursed is
shriveled up!”22-25

Jesus was matter-of-fact: “Embrace this God-life.
Really embrace it, and nothing will be too much for
you. This mountain, for instance: Just say, ‘Go jump
in the lake’—no shuffling or hemming and
hawing—and it’s as good as done. That’s why I urge
you to pray for absolutely everything, ranging from
small to large. Include everything as you embrace
this God-life, and you’ll get God’s everything. And
when you assume the posture of prayer, remember
that it’s not all asking. If you have anything against
someone, forgive—only then will your heavenly
Father be inclined to also wipe your slate clean of
sins.”
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Images for Holy Week : Day : 3


