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Holy Week Monday: Branch of Jesse (Isaiah 11: verses 1-9)

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse, from his roots a

Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him…and

he will delight in the fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah 11: verses 1,2)

Welcome to our reflective prayer journey through Holy Week.

Today’s reflections are made by Tim

Today’s reading comes from the Old Testament book of Isaiah.

Isaiah has sometimes been described as the evangelical prophet

because more than any other prophet in the Old Testament, his

writings are full of passages that point to the promise of the good

news of the future Messiah, fulfilled in Jesus, and this passage is

just one example.

During the weeks of Lent, we have meditated on the themes of

waiting and hearing God’s call. The role of the prophet was also to

wait on God, and to hear what he was saying and speaking to his

people. Isaiah is speaking to the people of Israel, seven hundred

years before the time of Jesus. During a time of national crisis, he

points to a future king, one who will come from the line of Jesse

and Jesse’s son, King David – a King who will be full of the Spirit of

the Lord, a King who will bring justice, peace and righteousness, a

King not just for Israel but for all the peoples and nations of the

world.

Our reading follows Palm Sunday – when Jesus rides into Jerusalem,

riding in as King, but a very different King to what people were

expecting. Today’s passage from Isaiah shows us the type of King

that he was.
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Holy Week Monday: Three prayers - 5,15, 55 minutes

5 minute prayer
5 Minute Prayer

Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter 11 is followed by a song of praise in

chapter 12. Why not read chapter 12 through and use it as a prayer?

Here are some suggestions.

Verse 1 – God shows anger because of our sin, yet he forgives us when

we turn to him, and brings us comfort. Spend a moment in confession

and then thankfulness that God hears, forgives, and comforts.

Verse 2 – God saves and protects – declare your trust in him.

Verse 3 – God satisfies and gives life, thank him for all that he gives us

each day, and bring your needs for today before him.

Verse 4 – God calls us to make known what he has done, ask him for

the strength to show in word and deed what he has done for you to the

people you meet.

Amen

Music:
You are the King of Glory

O Come, O Come Emmanuel (I am aware that this is traditionally a

Christmas song but it is very appropriate here too!)

15 minute prayer

15 Minute Prayer

This passage in Isaiah talks about the branch of Jesse, the promise of

the Messiah from the family line of Jesse and David. I wonder – have

you ever explored your own family tree, investigated who your

ancestors were?

In the gospels of Luke and Matthew, the writers trace Jesus’ line or

genealogy. Family lines were important in Jesus’ time, and families are

important today. The genealogies remind us that God was working out

his plan for the Messiah to come right from the very beginning of

creation and humanity.

For this prayer, you will need a piece of paper and a pen or pencil. Have

a go at drawing your family tree. As you add each person in your family,

spend a few moments praying for them. Do you know of any particular

needs they have? If you are unsure what to pray for, pray a blessing

over them. You might like to use these words from Numbers 6 (using

their name):

“The Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you,

The Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.”

You might like to find a place to put your family tree as a reminder to

keep praying for them beyond Holy Week.

Amen.
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55 minute prayer:

55-minute prayer

This prayer suggestion involves some activity and walking – if you are

able and willing!

Isaiah’s words in chapters 11 and chapter 12 follow several prophecies

that are very different in character – pronouncements of judgement on

Israel, for Israel’s failure to follow God and act justly. We mentioned

earlier that Israel was facing a time of national crisis, threatened by the

surrounding and far more powerful nations of Assyria and Babylon.

But Isaiah goes on to remind Israel that although all seems lost and only

a remnant survives, that God’s promises have not been forgotten, and

God is still compassionate towards his people. Winter turns to spring.

New buds appear on plants and trees. Animals come out of

hibernation. Life returns. The remnant will return, and even though

there is no longer a king, Israel will one day have a king again, but a king

far better than any king before him, even King David. A King on whom

the Spirit of the Lord will rest, a King for all the peoples of the earth, a

King who will draw all people to him.

This prayer activity could be done, either as a slow walk through your

garden, if that is possible. You could also do it as a walk through your

neighbourhood – try and include somewhere open like a park if you

can. If 55 minutes seems too long for a walk, decide how long you want

to go for!

As you walk, take time to stop and look for the signs of new life. See

which flowers have bloomed or are starting to bloom at this time of

year. Thank God for the promise of new life. Notice which trees are

starting to blossom or showing signs of the later fruit they will give.

Thank God for the provision we have from plants.

Secondly, as you walk focus on what life you see around you. Isaiah

talks about all of creation living in peace – the wolf lying with the lamb,

the leopard with the goat. You may not meet any lions on your journey

(!), but what do you see? Birds singing? Squirrels climbing trees? Ducks

and swans in the park lakes? If you can walk further, maybe sheep and

cattle in the nearby farms? Thank God for the wonder and breadth of

creation.

Lastly, as you walk, focus on the people you pass. Again, why not pray a

prayer of blessing? You do not have to do it out loud! Maybe when you

stop to look at the signs of new life in spring, pray for the people who

live in the houses you pass.

Verse 9 in Isaiah 11 talks about the earth being filled with the

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea – a picture that the

promise of Jesus is for all people. Why not make this into a prayer?

“Lord, may this house be filled with the knowledge of You.”

When you have finished your walk, stop, and pause before you go back

into your home, and make it a prayer for your home too – to be a place

filled with the knowledge and peace of God.
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Bible reading: Isaiah 11: 1-9 TNIV

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a

Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the Spirit of wisdom and

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the

knowledge and fear of the Lord – and he will delight in the fear of

the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes or decide what he

hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will

strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; and with the breath of his

lips, he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt, and

faithfulness the sash around his waist.

The wolf will lie with the lamb, and the leopard lie down with the

goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together, and a little

child will lead them.

The cow will feed with the bear, and the young will lie down

together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. Infants will play

near the hole of the cobra; young children will put their hands into

the viper’s nest.

They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the

earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters

cover the sea.


